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OULU ð THE WINTER 

CYCLING CAPITAL 

Photo: City of Oulu 

INDEX 

1. INTRODUCTION TO WINTER CYCLING 

 

2. TOP TEN WINTER CYCLING CITIES 

 

3. WHY OULU IS THE WINTER CYCLING CAPITAL? 

 



2 

Map by NASA 

WINTER IN THE WORLD 

Maps by Grolier online atlas go.grolier.com 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURES  

IN JANUARY 

òTalking about the weather 

 - a never ending storyò  
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HOW WINTER CYCLING IS 

OFTEN THOUGHT OFé 

Photo by Hagbard_, 

EXTREME!! 

 

DANGEROUS! 

 

 

ARE YOU NUTS? 

 

GENERAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS WINTER CYCLING IN THE WORLD  

Photo: City of Oulu 
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STATE OF WINTER CYCLING IN THE WORLD 

? ? ? 
? 

ÅWinter cycling common in some cities 

ÅLong winter maintenance tradition 

ÅSweden: Cycling modal split ~10-30 %, 

winter cycling share 30-50 %  

ÅFinland: Cycling modal split ~10-20 % in 

winter cycling share 20-35 %  

 

ÅCycling modal split less than 10 % 

ÅWinter cycling share around 20 %  

 

 

ÅCar dominant cities 

ÅCycling modal split low in bigger 

cities 0-3 %, around 10 % in some 

smaller cities 

ÅWinter cycling close to nothing 

ÅNGOôs important in cycling 

promotion 

Å Few active cities leading the way 

ÅWinter cycling is coming! 

 

Å Former cycling paradise 

Å Cycling modal split gone down 

Å Winter cycling data? ÅBig differences between cities 

ÅCycling modal split varies in cities 

from 4 - 29 % 

ÅWinter cycling data hard to find 

Å In some cities winter cycling share 

is around 20 %   

 

 

Central Europe 

ÅCycling modal split generally low, 

1 - 9 % 

ÅWinter cycling share is low / data 

doesnôt exist 

 

 

Eastern Europe 

Photo: Timo Perälä 

 

FROM 0 ð 50 % 

 

SAME OBSTACLES 

 

SUCCESS STORIES AND PROGRESS  

 

STATE OF WINTER CYCLING IN THE WORLD: CONCLUSION 
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CYCLING DURING WINTER TIME IN CENTRAL EUROPE 

COPENHAGEN 

Photo: Copenhagenize.com Photo: xxx 

HAMBURG 

VIENNA 

Photo: www.harburgize.com 

Photo: Michael Szeiler 

WINTER CYCLING IN THE NORTH  

OF EUROPE 

OULU 

UMEÅ 

HELSINKI 

Photo: Tuomo Perälä Photo: Jukka Talvi, City of Oulu 

Photo: City of Umeå 
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DIFFERENT WINTER CYCLING CULTURES 

Helsinki 

Oulu Photo: Anu Perälä 

Toronto 
Pictures: www.toronto.ca 

OULU ð THE WINTER CYCLING CAPITAL 

OULU, NO 1 WINTER CYCLING CITY 

IN THE WORLD 

 

A literature study 

Hundreds of cities studied, 

approximately 60 more closely 

Photo: Pekka Tahkola 


