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Before the group
water scheme
movement

¢ Rural/urban divide
¢ Class divide
¢ Gender divide



First communal supplies
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Ireland’s first Group Water Scheme

Oldcourt, County Wicklow, 1958-9




Role of Electricity Supply Board

¢ Expansion of rural
electrification In .
the 19505 ceff ot _,..»Water Level

Submersible

presented market - k=

T Pump Intake

OpPPOrtUnIties

¢ Encouraged the
early: development
ol berewell
SCREMES reliant on
sUbmersible pumps
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Mobilising community support




Two GWS categories

¢ Privately sourced group water

schemes

— Responsible for sourcing, treating and
distributing a water supply.

o Publicly: sourced group water

schemes

— GEL theatedwater supply irom public ({ocal
aUEROREY) NECWORK

— Responsible for distrputiont enly.
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A ‘typical’ GWS
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Penetration of the lakeland zones




Characteristics of the 375
privately sourced schemes

¢ Size:
— Range from 2 to 1,963 households
— More than half have 100 households or less

& Source type

— Predominantly: grotundwater Sources
+ 202 borewell
¢ 91 spring
+ 59 |ake
+ 16 rVer or stream

9 Populationsdensity

— AvVerage oft 54 KilomEetres off distripution  main
per 1, 000 housenolds
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Dispersed rural households




Low population density







Reality hits home

¢ State support ended once a GWS was
constructed (minimal oversight).

¢ Original committees had been
established to fithd-raise, et manage.

¢ Over reliance on voluntarism

¢ [[lhe vast majority: off schemes had little
OF No! treatment and ne: tralning Was
avallaple for these that had:
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Sector In crisis by mid 1990s
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The consequences ...

¢ In the 1990s the rural population
abandoned tap water

¢ Group schemes were named and
shamed In the national pariament

¢ [[he issue off Ireland’'s quality-
deficient ruraliwater supplies Was
pProught te’ the European Courkt of
JUStIce
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The turning point ...

¢ [he Rural Water Programme agreed in
1998. This introduced:
— New parthnership structures
— Co-ordination
— Capitaliand operationalrsupports
— FOCUS on theatment anadon tralning
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% Compliance

EPA Reports 1998 - 2000

100

Public Water Supplies

I 2000

Group Water Schemes







Design Build and Operate
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Amalgamations

¢ Neighbouring schemes joining together to
share one treatment plant

¢ Spreading costs & sharing resources —
sustainability: for the future

o The NEGWS was centrally involved in the
amalgamation ProOCeSS

¢ 122 GWS A9 new GWS
& 220 WEtW. A WWEW
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Other Infrastructural upgrades
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Stand-alone GWS upgrades




Year Public Water Supplies Group Water Supplies
1999 96.2 74.1
2000 96.7 70.8
2001 97.2 74.1
2002 98.4 80.9
2003 98.7 83.2
2004 98.9 85.5
2005 98.9 77.5
2006 99.1 82.3
2007 99.5 85.2
2008 99.7 89.6
2009 99.7 93.5
2010 99.8 95.5

Source: EPA in CSO Environmental Indicators Ireland - March 2012
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Criteria for a
successful
group water scheme

¢ Community sUpport

: .A ‘\‘ C | v ~—\ ~

ClUve VOIUTNILECTS

¢ a Viable seurce

¢ dppropriate treatment
% CEMOCratiC StRUCtURES:
¢ c proiessionaliapproachs «
s long-term commitment =



Building the capacity of GWS
voluntary committees

N EGW.S.
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Focus on best practice

¢ Encouraging

— the appointment of
dedicated
mManagement/stafif

— QA record keeping

— Consistent chlorine
MORIterINgG

— A SeURCe te tap
approach

¢ Site visits
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Providing practical resources

¢ Guidance documents

¢ Educational material

¢ Discussion fiorums

¢ RuraltWater News




Providing practical resources

¢ Guidance documents
¢ Educational material
¢ Discussion ffiorums

¢ RuraltWater News

N.EG.W.S. 4th-6th Class Module




Providing practical resources

¢ Guidance documents

¢ Educational materi

¢ Discussion forums

¢ Rukal WaterNews




Providing practical resources

uidance documents

ducational material

ISCUSSIon forums

ural Water News
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RURAL WATER NEWS

Magazine of the Group Water Scheme Sector

Integrated Catchment
Management

a collaborative process to protecting water

There have been growing
calls in recent months for an
mtegrated approach to pro-
teoting water bodics, if the ob-
jectives  of the Water
Frumework Directive (WFD)
are ever to be realised.

The active role that group
schemes can play as part of a
new collaborative approach
with statutory ageacies, aca-
demics and other voluntary
groups in tackling pollution is
now widely acknowledged.

Indeed, speaking at the re-
cent Rural Water Conference,
EPA Director, Michael O Cin-
néide acknowledged that the
GWS sector is ‘ahead of the
curve' on key issues of water
protection, including meter-
ing.

Praising the Department's
announcement of funding to-
wards delincating the zone of
contribution to GWS drinking
Water S0urces as a positive de-
velopment, An tUas O Cin-

néide said that there has to be
an integrated ‘catchment
based approach’ to the deliv-
ery of local measures to pro-
tect water.

is view is supported by
evideace of the benefits of
such an approach across the
border and in Britain, where
the government has theown its
considerable weight behind
the 1CM approach to protect-
ing rivers, lakes and ground-
Waters.

Mere than two deren experty from » range of discipSnes participeted in & fickd trip 10 the Lough Bawn catchmsent in

Co. Monaghan, looking at all of the clemaents that might feed into aa Integruted

tchment Management approach

to protecting water bodses. This catchoaent Inclodes drinking water sources foc 3 GWS and a major public supply.

Field study
A ficld study conducted on
the Lough Bawn catchment in
County Monaghan on 20 Sep-
tember underlined the fact
that a ‘one-size-fits-all’ strat-
cgy simple won't work.

Led by Dénal Daly of the
EPA, this study underlined the
compiexity of water catch-
ments and the need for an ap-
proach that can be explained
and defended locally.

Continued on page 3
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So IS the transformation
completed yet?

¢ [he Irish GWS sector has proven
that with appropriate oversight and
support (including mentoring),
community-owned and community-
FUN Water services can deliver on EU
gualitys standards: ... bUt IS that
enougn?
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Putting the horse before the cart
focus on the source
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Build now for the future ... challenging
the culture of bottled water ... winning
consumer confldence




Get the message across

Building community support for a sustainable water supply




Potential for renewable energy




... particularly for remote communities




Electricity use on a GWS

¢ Submersible pumps
¢ Pressure vessels
¢ High rise pumps
¢ Disinfection systems
— UV
— Chlerination UnIts
¢ MonItering POIAELS
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